IO6        EDUCATION AS  A  SOCIAL  FACTOR
in an uneducated body, nor can an educated
body house a wholly uneducated mind or
spirit.
The first task then is a journey of exploration
and discovery, and it is indeed an incognita
terra into which the journey is made : for the
nature of it is unknown, not only to the leader
and the members of the expedition, but to
the very inhabitants of the land themselves.
Children have to be taught to know themselves:
it is my experience that only a minority, and
a very small minority at that, have any accurate
notion of where their true interests lie and their
real contribution is to be made, before the
age of sixteen or seventeen : they often think
they know long before this, but they are nearly
always mistaken, and they discover their
mistake for themselves later on. This is, of
course, a most convincing argument for the
raising of the school age, even beyond the
pseudo-fifteen which it has now reached:
I doubt whether anybody can tell; be he parent,
local authority, or the boy himself, what is
" beneficial employment" before the age of
sixteen at least. The discovery, then, that
has to be made is a self-discovery by the